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FOREWORD 

Welcome to the Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish of South Kilworth. 

In the latter half of 2015, South Kilworth Parish Council, aware of the new local 

planning regime introduced by the UK Government and the Neighbourhood 

Planning Regulations which came into force in April 2012, took the decision to 

prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for the long-term future of So uth Kilworth Parish. 

Neighbourhood Plans provide opportunities for local people to prepare planning 

policies that will be used by the Local Planning Authority when determining 

planning applications in the parish. 

An application was made to Harborough District Council for designation of the 

whole parish as the Neighbourhood Area for neighbourhood planning purposes. 

The District Council completed the necessary consultation process with statutory 

bodies before approving the application on 22 March 2016. Members of the 

community were enlisted alongside Parish Councillors and an Advisory Committee 

and several Theme Groups established to drive the process forward. 

Through a range of community engagement processes, including open events and 

a community questionnaire, we have attempted to engage as broad a section of 

the community as possible. 

The result is this Neighbourhood Plan which is designed to guide and shape 

development in South Kilworth over the lifetime of Harborough District Councilôs 

Local Plan. 

This includes the identification of two deliverable and developable sites for 

residential development that, in conjunction with windfall provision over the 

lifetime of the Neighbourhood Plan, meets the new -build requirement for the 

Parish. It also establishes limits to development to help locate development in the 

most sustainable locations; supports development that meets a locally identified 

need and helps address an imbalance in the local housing market by supporting 

the provision of smaller homes; promotes home ownership models of affordable 

housing; identifies 5 buildings of local historical or archaeological interest for 

protection against inappropriate development and introduces a design guide to 

help ensure that development respects the distinctive character of the parish.  

It identifies 6 local green spaces which are special to the community where 

development will only take place in exceptional circumstances; recognises a range 

of other environmental protections that help to ensure that development takes 

identified special features into account in any development proposal; seeks 

protection for trees, hedges and footpaths whilst promoting biodiversity in 
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development. 

The Plan recognises and safeguards a range of community facilities and promotes 

new ones whilst supporting the expansion of the local Primary School. 

The Plan recognises the need for development to have regard for traffic related 

issues and for appropriate and proportionate employment development, including 

farm diversification and home working whi lst promoting improved 

telecommunications infrastructure. 

There are a range of community actions in support of the Neighbourhood Plan 

policies. These are not subject to examination and will not form part of the 

development plan for Harborough but represent a demonstration of the 

communityôs commitment to improve South Kilworth through the Plan period by 

associated actions. 

Thank you to all those who have given of their time freely during the preparation 

of this document and to Harborough District Council for their support as the 

Neighbourhood Plan has taken shape. 

 

 

Bob Morley 

Chair  

South Kilworth Neighbourhood 

Plan Advisory Committee  

Phil Alcock  

Chair  

South Kilworth Parish Council
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1.  Introduction  

This document represents the Neighbourhood Plan for South Kilworth parish. It 

represents one part of the development plan for the parish over the period 2017 

to 2031, the other part being the Harborough District Local Plan which is yet to be 

formally adopted. 

Harborough District Council, as the local planning authority, designated a 

Neighbourhood Area for the whole of the South Kilworth Parish on 22 March 2016 

to enable South Kilworth Parish Council to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan. The 

Plan has been prepared by the community through the South Kilworth 

Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee and a range of Theme Groups looking 

into aspects such as housing, the environment, employment, transport and 

community facilities. 

The map below shows the boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan area, which is the 

boundary of South Kilworth Parish. 

 
Figure 1. Neighbourhood Plan Area ï Designated on 22 March 2016  

 

The Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared in accordance with the Town & Country 

Planning Act 1990, the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Localism 

Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 (as amended 2015). 

The Parish Council, through the Advisory Committee has prepared the plan to 

establish a vision for the future of the parish and to set out how that vision will 

be realised through planning and managing land use and development change 
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over the Plan period 2017 to 2031. 

 
The purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to guide development within the parish 

and provide guidance to any interested parties wishing to submit planning 

applications for development within the parish. The process of producing the Plan 

has sought to involve the community as widely as possible and the different topic 

areas are reflective of matters that are of impo rtance to South Kilworth, its 

residents, businesses and community groups. 

 
Each section of the Plan covers a different theme. Under each heading there is the 

reason for the policies presented which provides the necessary understanding of 

the policy and what it is seeking to achieve. The policies themselves are those 

against which planning applications will be determined. It is advisable that, to 

understand the full context for any individual policy, it is read in conjunction with 

the supporting text. There are also a number of óCommunity Actionsô. These are 

not policies and will not be subject to examination but are important to the 

community and represent issues to be taken forward by the community in support 

of the policies themselves. 

 
National policy  

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states: 

ñNeighbourhood planning gives communities 
direct power to develop a shared vision for their 
neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable 
development they need. Parishes é can use 
neighbourhood planning to set planning policies 
through neighbourhood plans to determine 
decisions on planning applications (para.183). 

 

Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set 

of tools for local people to ensure that they get the 
right types of development for their community. 

 
The ambition of the neighbourhood should be 

aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of 

the wider local area. 
 

Neighbourhood plans must be in general conformity 
with the strategic policies of the Local Plan. To 
facilitate this,  local planning authorities should set out 
clearly their strategic policies for the area and ensure 

that an up-to-date Local Plan is in place as quickly as 
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possible. Neighbourhood plans should reflect these 
policies and neighbourhoods should plan positively to 
support them. Neighbourhood plans and orders 
should not promote less development than set out 
in the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies 
(para.184). 

 

Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood 
plans will be able to shape and direct sustainable 

development in their area. Once a neighbourhood 
plan has demonstrated its general conformity with 
the strategic policies of the Local Plan and is brought 

into force, the policies it contains take precedence 
over existing non-strategic policies in the Local Plan 
for that neighbourhood, where they are in conflict. Local 
planning authorities should avoid duplicating planning 
processes for non-strategic policies where a 
neighbourhood plan is in preparation (para.185)ò. 

 
The Harborough District Core Strategy was adopted in 2011 and therefore, under 

the guidance provided by the NPPF, is no longer up to date. A new Local Plan is 

currently in preparation and the Neighbourhood Plan has taken the provisions 

within this emerging document into account. It also addresses  issues relating to 

sustainable development. The NPPF states that there are three dimensions to 

sustainable development: social, environmental and economic, all of which are 

important and interrelated and are addressed through the policies in this 

Neighbourhood Plan. 
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2.  Consultation  
The Advisory Committee has developed the Neighbourhood Plan through extensive 

engagement with the  community. 
 

An Advisory Committee was formed and an initial open event took place in 

September 2016. A community questionnaire was distributed to all households 

between September and October 2016. It was available to complete electronically 

and as a paper copy. The level of response from the community was good, there 

being 77 returns. This represents a return from 15 % of the total population of 513 

and over 20% of the adult population, 40% of households.  

Consideration of the main issues affecting South Kilworth commenced in the winter 

of 2016, where the process of shaping the Neighbourhood Plan continued through 

the establishment of óTheme Groupsô where members of the community came 

together to consider issues such as housing, the environment, transport, 

employment and community facilities in greater  detail. 

A further consultation event took place on 30 September 2017 where the emerging 

policies were presented to the community and were widely  supported. 
 

The result of this work has enabled the Advisory Committee to draft the policies 

and actions in this Neighbourhood Plan. 
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3.  Local  Context  

3.1  History of South  Kilworth  

The shape of the village was formed as it expanded at the crossing of the turnpike 

roads between Rugby and North Kilworth and between Welford and Lutterworth 

during the 18 th and 19th centuries. The historic core of the village is focused around 

this road crossing and the parish church of St Nicholas. 

Both the roads and the village, however, are much older. The light, free draining 

soils and gravel deposits on the river terraces and valley sides of the Upper Avon 

was probably conducive to settlement during the prehistoric period. This is 

supported by archaeological finds in the area: a late Neolithic chisel-ended 

arrowhead was uncovered toward the eastern end of The Belt and there is 

evidence of later prehistoric settlement in a cropmark complex, possibly a 

farmstead, which lies to the south -west of the village and has been designated as 

a Scheduled Monument. Further cropmarks have also been found to the northeast 

of this area and are thought to be part of the same complex although they are not 

included in the Monument. 

Evidence for Roman settlement in the area of South Kilworth came from the 

chance find during ploughing of a single sherd of Roman pottery, and 

archaeological work prior to development at the Grange and adjacent to St. 

Nicholas church found evidence of a Roman field system as well as many sherds 

of Roman pottery, together suggesting that Roman occupation or settlement was 

located nearby. 

In Anglo-Saxon and early medieval times the parish of South Kilworth was part of 

the historic Saxon Hundred of Guthlaxton. Settlement is thought to have been 

established at South Kilworth before the Norman conquest. Kilworth has been 

known as Kiueleward in a document of 1177, Kiueiwurd in 1185, Cuuelingwurd in 

1195 and Suth Kiuiligwrth in the 13th century. The Domesd ay book of 1086 

records South Kilworth as Chivelesworde or Cleveliorde based on Cyfel or Cufa, an 

old English name probably meaning óthe settlement associated with the people of 

Cyfel'. An alternative theory is that Chivelesworde and Cleveliorde were two 

settlements which later differentiated into North and South Kilworth. The 

Domesday Book records South Kilworth, apparently already separate from North 

Kilworth by this time, as in the ownership of Robert of Vessey and Guy of 

Rainbeaucourt. 

Evidence shows that South Kilworth was a well-established manor, settlement and 

farming community from the early mediaeval period. The mediaeval and post - 

mediaeval core of South Kilworth was focused around the parish church of St 



South Kilworth Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2031 

10 

 

 

Nicholas, which was established during the 12th century and altered in the 15 th 

century. South west of the village evidence suggests that the village once 

extended southwards from its present location along the stream running to the 

north west and south east of the present -day core. A mediaeval manorial complex 

lies in the valley south east of the Rugby Road along the stream course, with a 

homestead moat enclosing traces of former buildings and two nearby excavated 

fishponds. It has been suggested that the Manor house was a ógrangeô of Selby 

Abbey in Yorkshire and that this site had been part of the lands owned in nearby 

Stanford-on-Avon in Northamptonshire, by a certain Leuric (hence the name of 

the house along North Road). Across the Rugby Road earthworks visible on aerial 

photographs suggest house plots, boundaries and closes, as well as further 

fishponds, all part of the original extent of the village. Abandonment of this area 

resulted from the ravages of the plague which severely depopulated many villages 

by the early 15th century. The evidence for ridge and furrow cultivation around 

the village suggests that the fields were then used for farming, primarily cultivation 

with some livestock, possibly kept in smaller paddocks closer to the village or on 

the less fertile and more exposed, higher ground. 

In the post mediaeval period the mediaeval manor was held by the Belgrave family  

in the 16th and 17th centuries. In 1633, it was known as Well Close `where 

formerly stood the manor house' 1. A number of historic buildings from the late 

16th century through to the 19th century are located within the core of the village, 

either adjacent to the parish church or close to it, along Welford Road or Walcote 

Roads. The Timbered House on Walcote Road is notable, dating from around 1500 

and once linked to Stanford estate. Others include domestic houses and farm 

buildings within the village, such as the early post -medieval buildings at Home 

Farm and the former 18th century agricultural cottages along Welford Road, all 

linked to the agricultural character of the area. Both main roads through the village 

became turnpikes during the late 18th and early 19th  centuries. 

Many of the fields around South Kilworth demonstrate the effects of planned 

enclosure. Most were enclosed in 1789 ófor dividing and enclosing the open and 

common fields, meadows and commons of and within the parish of South 

Kilworth, County of Leicestershireô. Planned Enclosure landscapes tend to have 

fields whose boundaries show a geometric appearance because they were planned 

and laid out by surveyors rather than emerging organically. They are also 

characterised by relatively straight roads, often with wide  verges. 

Many distinguished people will have lived and travelled through the Parish. One of 

the more famous was Dr William Pearson, rector of St Nicholasô church 1817 until 

his death in 1847, a founding member of the Royal Astronomical Society. He lived 

                                           
1 ά!ƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳent Desk-.ŀǎŜŘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
opposite Leys Crescent, by Pre-construct Archaeology Limited (Midlands) 2016, Page 17. Paragraph 6.5. 
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in the Rectory and built close by an observatory to house one of his telescopes. 

The Observatory, now a house, still stands today. 

The website below gives more information Dr Pearson, his observatory and his 

life. http://www.covastro.org.uk/mira/mire -issue-71 

The tower and spire of South Kilworth church, though more than once repaired 

still stand today, as they have stood for more than 500 years. The church has seen 

many changes, amongst them the addition of the clock in the tower with its four 

gilded faces, which was installed as a memorial to the South Kilworth men who 

gave their lives in the 1914-18 Great War. 

Over the centuries it is highly probable that the population of the Parish rose and 

fell. Records from 1870-72 show the population as 421 living in 110 houses. In 

this century, the census of 2001 showed a similar number with a population of 

430. However, the last census in 2011 then showed a substantial change to the 

Parish, with a population of 513 living in around 193 houses.  

Change continues, as we are now around 200 houses with the expectation of 

further considerable growth over the next few years  

 

3.2  Profile of the  community  
(taken from the 2011 census)  

According to the 2011 Census, the South Kilworth Parish had an estimated 

population of 513 residents living in 193 households dispersed across 600 

hectares. There were 7 vacant household spaces representing a 3.5% vacancy 

rate. Since 2001 the number of residents has grown by around 80 (+19.3%) and 

the number of households (occupied + unoccupied) rose by around 15 (+8.1%).  

The parish has a relative high proportion of young residen ts with just under a 

quarter (24%) of its residents aged under 16 which is around 5 percentage point 

higher than the district, regional and national averages. Around 63% of residents 

are aged between 16 and 64 which is in in line with the district but slig htly below 

the regional and national (65%) rates. Older people (aged 65+) represent 13% of 

total residents which is below the district (18.3%), regional (17%) and national 

(16%) rates. The median age of people living in the Parish is 39 which is in line 

with the national rate but younger than both the district (43) and regional (40) 

rates. 

The Census provides some evidence of an ageing population as between 2001 and 

2011 the number of residents aged 65 and over increased by 12%. Research 

shows the number of older people will grow significantly in the future and relative 

growth will be highest in older cohorts. Latest available population projections 

suggest that Harboroughôs 65 plus age group is forecast to grow by around 76% 

http://www.covastro.org.uk/mira/mire-issue-71
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between 2014 and 2034. 

In South Kilworth Parish, 73% of residents aged 16-74 are working. At 79%  South 

Kilworth Parishôs economic activity rate is somewhat higher than the district 

(74%), regional (69%) and national (70%) rates and reflects the relatively high 

proportion of working age residents that live in the area. At 23% the parish self - 

employment rate is significantly higher than the district (13%), regional (9%) and 

national (10%) rates. At the time of the 2011 Census, the unemployment rate was 

very low. 

Average household size in the South Kilworth Parish is 2.7 people which is above 

the 2.4 district and national and 2.3 regional rate. The average number of rooms 

per household at 7.3 is also higher than the district (6.3), regional (5.6) and 

national (5.4) rates.  

People living in the South Kilworth Parish are also more likely to live in homes with 

a higher than usual number of bedrooms with the average number of bedrooms 

per household standing at 3.5 which is above the district (3.1), region (2.8) and 

national (2.7)  rates. 

Home ownership levels are relatively high with 76% of households owning their 

homes outright or with a mortgage or loan. This is slightly below the district (78%) 

rate but somewhat above the regional (67%) and national (63%) rates. There is 

a higher than average level of households buying their home with a mortgage or 

loan and reflects the relatively high proportion of working age families residing in 

the local area. Social rented properties account for just 7% of tenure which is 

lower than the district (8%), region  (16%) and England (18%) rates. Around 16% 

of households live in privately rented homes which is higher than the district (11%) 

average and close to both the regional (15%) and England (17%)  rates. 

Data from the 2011 Census shows that the majority (65%) of  residential dwellings 

are detached which is significantly higher than the district (48%), regional (32%) 

and national (22%) share. Semi-detached housing accounts for around 21% of 

residential housing stock compared with 29% for the district, 35% for the r egion 

and 30% for England as a whole. Detached and semi-detached dwellings 

represent 85% of the total housing stock in the South Kilworth Parish whereas 

terraced housing and flats provide 14% of accommodation  spaces. 

People living in the parish are more likely to be living in dwellings with 4 or more 

bedrooms. Results from the 2011 Census show that around half (49%) of 

dwellings are more than 4 bedrooms which is above the district (34%), regional 

(20%) and England (19%) averages. There is also an under repr esentation of 

housing for single people with just 4% of dwellings having one bedroom against 

6% for the district, 8% for the region and 12% for England.  



South Kilworth Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2031 

13 

 

 

There is evidence of widespread under occupancy in the parish (having more 

bedrooms than the notional n umber recommended by the bedroom standard). 

Analysis of the 2011 Census shows that almost three fifths (57%) of all households 

in the South Kilworth Parish have two or more spare bedrooms and a third (33%) 

have one spare bedroom. Under occupancy is somewhat higher than district, 

regional and national rates. 

Under occupancy is particularly evident in larger properties with over two fifths 

(43%) of households with 4 or more bedrooms occupied by just one or two people.  

The Census data also suggests that older person households are more likely to 

under-occupy their dwellings. Data from the Census allows us to investigate this 

using the bedroom standard. In total, some 65% of pensioner households have 

an occupancy rating of +2 or more (meaning there are at least two more 

bedrooms that are technically required by the household) and is somewhat higher 

than the 55% non -pensioner household rate. 

3.3  House price data  2016  

The publication of ONS House Price Statistics for Small Areas presents an 

opportunity for detailed housing affordability analysis. 

The data reveals the cost of an entry-level property on average across England 

and Wales has increased by almost 20% in the last decade, to £140,000 (year 

ending June 2016). For new properties, the price was nearly £180,000. The data 

also shows that home-ownership prospects vary across the country. 

In the South Kilworth area a low to mid -priced property costs on average 

£167,500 which is higher than the national average. Assuming a 15% deposit, 

those entering the property mar ket in the South Kilworth area would require a 

household income of nearly £31,639 and savings of £27,975, which is a challenge 

for many households. 

With the average cost of an entry -level home in the South Kilworth area being 

£167,500, prospective buyers would require £850 to pay for stamp duty, an 

estimated £2,000 for legal and moving costs and £25,963 for a 15% deposit, 

coming to £27,975 in total.  
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4.  Vision and Objectives  
 
4.1  Vision for South Kilworth in  2031  

In consultation with the community, the establ ished vision for South Kilworth is as 

follows: 

Our shared community vision for South Kilworth over the lifetime of this plan is 

that it retains and enhances its distinctive character and community spirit.  

South Kilworth is not just buildings, but a vibrant  community of people 

surrounded by beautiful countryside. 

The Neighbourhood Plan should ensure that South Kilworth continues to be a 

tranquil and safe place to live and that it continues to thrive as a vibrant and 

distinct village with a balanced and diverse community, to evolve and expand 

whilst retaining its unique and distinctive character while supporting opportunities 

for residents to lead a healthy, creative, equitable and sustainable life.  

South Kilworth will be known for its strong community, i ts thriving school, 

attractive streets and green spaces and high quality natural environment. It will 

be safe and enjoyable to move around on foot and bike, thus promoting a safe, 

invigorating environment for people of all  ages. 

This will be achieved by: 

a) Supporting appropriate, proportionate, timely and sustainable development. 

These developments will aim to be eco-friendly in both design and 

operation. They will also recognise the village character and our rural 

location. 

b) Conserving and enhancing the high quality natural environment including 

protection of wildlife while recognising and encouraging the importance of 

good local agricultural management to support  this. 

c) Retaining and enhancing the character and appeal of the unique assets of 

the parish, including community amenities, educational and recreational 

facilities, footpaths, open green spaces and the countryside that provides 

the Village setting. 

d) Endorsing and implementing policies and developments that have a positive 

effect on the sustainability and  environment of the village, including those 

that mitigate climate change.  

e) Enhancing and supporting our rural economy that will allow our  local 
businesses and home workers to flourish in a modern digital age. 
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f) Endorsing policies that will ensure any potential increase in traffic volume 

is kept within safe and efficient parameters and does not compromise the 

safety or alter the feel of the  village. 
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5.  Toward a sustainable South  Kilworth  

5.1  Achieving Sustainable  Development  

The purpose of the UK Planning System as set out in the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) is to achieve sustainable development in economic, 

environmental and social terms. 

The NPPF defines sustainable development as follows: Sustainable means 

ensuring that better lives for ourselves donôt mean worse lives for future 

generations. Development means growth. We must accommodate the new ways 

by which we earn our living in a competitive world. We must house a rising 

population, which is living longer and wants to make new choices. We mu st 

respond to the changes that new technologies offer us. Our lives, and the places 

in which we live them, can be better, but they will certainly be worse if things 

stagnate. 

This Neighbourhood Plan is a key part of securing sustainable development. It is 

at its heart. This includes how much new development is required, where it  should 

go, how it should be designed and how it impacts upon the village. This 

encompasses all proposals for development from the very smallest, such as a 

minor extension to a house, to larger housing developments and seeks to 

safeguard environmental, health and social features, particularly the range of 

community facilities in South Kilworth, the most important Local Green Spaces  

and opportunities for walking and recreation. Along side the Harborough Core 

Strategy and emerging Local Plan, it is the key local planning document setting 

out the sustainable development strategy for the geographical area of the  Parish. 

The Policies in the Neighbourhood Plan have been informed by a wide range of 

evidence gathered from District-wide sources as well as locally gathered 

information including a community questionnaire and Open Events at which the 

community has been invited to comment on general aspects of life in the Parish 

as well as the draft Policies. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is not intended to replace the policies and regulations 

contained in the Harborough core strategy and the emerging local plan or the 

requirements of the NPPF. It supports these policies and regulations to give 

additional, more detailed, Parish-wide specific policies and this clarifies the 

Communityôs vision. Where suitable District-wide policies already exist in the 

Harborough core strategy, emerging local plan or NPPF they are not duplicated in 

this Neighbourhood Plan. 
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6.  Housing and the Built  Environment  

6.1  Introduction  

The Neighbourhood Plan area comprises the core village of South Kilworth 

where the bulk of the community's housing is situated.  

The housing stock comprises 200 dwellings, primarily located within the village. It 

is in this area that the housing policies of the Neighbourhood Plan will largely be 

concentrated. 

6.2  Housing  Provision  

The draft Harborough Local Plan (June 2017) established a hierarchy of 

settlements to determine the most appropriate locations for reside ntial 

development. On the basis of this hierarchy, South Kilworth is classified as a 

óSelected Rural Villageô (SRV). SRVs benefit from two or more of six key services - 

a food shop, GP surgery, library, post office, primary school and public house. 

South Kilworth fits this classification as it has a Primary School and a Public House. 

As Harborough District Council have a statutory duty to provide adequate housing 

throughout the District, they have calculated a minimum requirement for each 

Parish based upon a housing distribution strategy agreed by the Executive 

Committee. Any planning approvals after April 2017 will count towards this target, 

but recently approved planning approvals relating to 25 dwellings opposite Leys 

Crescent and 2 windfall units approved earlier in 2017 are excluded from the 

required numbers as they already have planning approval. 

This approach has set South Kilworth a housing target up to 2031 of 20 units, 

including windfall developments but excluding developments with planning 

approvals up to April 2017. 

6.3  Housing  allocations  

During 2015 Harborough District Council (HDC), along with all other districts in 

the Leicester and Leicestershire Housing Market Area, undertook a Strategic 

Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA). Following a call for landowners 

to identify sites with potential for house building at that time, there was no land 

in and around South Kilworth that was put forward for development.  

In developing the Neighbourhood Plan and looking out for suitable land to 

allocate for development, all land owners holding sites in and around the village  

were identified and contacted. All were notified of the Neighbourhood Plan 
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process and invited to enter into dialogue with the Housing Theme Group 

developing the Housing Chapter of the Neighbourhood Plan. The only sites that 

came forward through this process were deemed unsuitable for residential 

development by Harborough District Council, with the exception of a proposal 

for about 10 units at the Abattoir site in the village.  

However, at a meeting with Planning Officers at Harborough District Council the 

potential to develop an additional 5 units at the already approved site opposite 

Leys Crescent was agreed along with the incorporation of around 5 windfall units 

through the Plan period. This makes up a total of 20 dwellings, in line with the 

HDC target. 

POLICY H1: HOUSING ALLOCATION - Land is allocated for residential 

development on the following sites (see map Fig 2): Opposite Leys 

Crescent (around 5 dwellings); Abattoir  site (around 10 dwellings).  

Figure 2. ï Development site allocations  
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6.4  Limits to  Development  

The purpose of Limits to Development is to ensure that sufficient sites for new 

homes are available in appropriate locations that will avoid impinging into the local  

countryside. 

Limits to Development are referred to in the CS policy CS2a)/Appendix 3 as being 

a óretainedô policy, namely Policy HS/8 from the Harborough District Local Plan 

(2001) in which Limits to Development for particular settlements were defined . 

The Plan proposes to designate Limits to Development for South Kilworth to direct 

development to the most sustainable locations and also to ensure that sufficient 

land to meet residential need is available in the right locations. This will update 

and supersede the existing Limits to Development currently used by Harborough 

District Council, as it takes into account the housing allocations that are being 

made through this Plan and those that have been approved by Harborough District 

Council since the Core Strategy was adopted. 

Within the defined Limits to Development an appropriate amount of suitably 

designed and located development will be acceptable in principle, although some 

sites within this area are protected from development.  

Focusing development within the agreed Limits to Development will help to 

support existing services within the village centre and help to protect the 

countryside and the remainder of the Plan area from inappropriate development.  

Methodology  

The updated Limits to Development have been determined using the following 

criteria:  

a) Existing commitments by virtue of an extant (existing) planning permission 

for residential development on the fringes of the settlement have been 

incorporated; 

b) Residential allocations through the Neighbourhood Plan have been taken 

into account; 

c) Clearly defined physical features such as walls, fences, hedgerows, 

gardens, streams, brooks, allotments and roads have been followed. 

In planning terms, land outside a defined Limits to Development, is treated as 

countryside. This includes any small groups of buildings or small settlements that 

may be found there.  

Over time, and especially after the Second World War, linear or ribbon 
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development along roads began to cause real concerns for the future of the 

countryside across England, reflected for example in the book "England and the 

Octopus" by the architect Clough Williams-Ellis. These concerns led over time to 

the birth of the Town and Country Planning Acts. The distinction between the 

strong nucleated core of the village and these areas of linear development is very 

important. The Harborough Village Appraisal of South Kilworth in 1997 contained 

a policy which stated that ñthe extension and consolidation of the ribbon residential 

development along the Welford Road and the North Kilworth Road should be 

resistedò, noting that óthese areas are outside the village properô. Maintenance of 

the gap between the village core and the housing along North Road/The Belt is 

particularly important, especially as some of the most important v iews in the 

village are across fields E18 and E19. 

It is national and local planning policy that development in the countryside should 

be carefully controlled. Supporting ñthe intrinsic character and beauty of the 

countryside and supporting thriving rural communities within itò is identified as a 

core planning principle in the National Planning Policy Framework. This approach 

is also supported by this Plan because it will help ensure that development is 

focused in more sustainable settlements with a greater  range of services and 

facilities and infrastructure that has capacity for expansion, as well as helping to 

maintain the special landscape character of the Parish and protecting the 

countryside for its own sake as an attractive, accessible and non-renewable natural 

resource. 

This approach to development in the open countryside is strongly supported by 

this Neighbourhood Plan, in particular, because it will ensure that any development 

is constructed in the built -up form of South Kilworth. The following policy (S2) will 

also maintain the special and unique landscape character of South Kilworth Parish 

and protect the open countryside for what it is, an attractive, accessible, distinct 

and non-renewable natural resource. 
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Figure 3. Limits to Development  
 

 

POLICY H2 ï LIMITS TO DEVELOPMENT ï Residential development 

proposals within the Plan area will be supported on sites within the 

Limits to Development as identified in Figure 3 (above) where it 

complies with the policies of this Neighbourhood Plan and sub ject to 

design and amenity considerations.  

Land outside the defined Limits to Development will be treated as open 

countryside, where development will be carefully controlled in line with 

local and national strategic planning policies.  

6.5  Housing  Mix  

South Kilworth is a small rural parish and at the time of the 2011 Census was home 

to around 513 residents living in 200 dwellings. Analysis of the Census shows that 

between 2001 and 2011 the parish population increased by around 19% (+80 

people) and the number of occupied households by 14% (24). The area has a 

relatively youthful population and a higher than average share of working age 

residents. There is however evidence of an ageing population and in line with 


